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E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: ETEL, EAID, LE, IR 

SUB J : REBUILDING LEBANON'S TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

REF: BEIRUT 3061 

1 . RECOGNIZING RISK INVILVED ABII DOES PLAN TO HAVE 
RICKMAN VISIT BEIRUT. UNLESS YOU ADVISE THAT TIME NOT 
PROPITIOUS RICKMAN INTENDS TO FLY TO BEIRUT FRIDAY. 
JULY 8. HE WILL COME VIA ALITALIA 713, DEPARTING 
TEHRAN 0845 HOURS LOCAL AND ARRIVING BEIRUT 0845 HOURS 
LOCAL. RICKMAN WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY RESERVING 
ROOM AT REASONABLE HOTEL FOR THREE OR FOUR DAYS. 

2. PLEASE ADVISE BEFORE COB JULY 6: (A) IF RICKMAN 
PROPOSED TRAVEL PROPITIOUS; (B) HOTEL RESERVATION 
PARTICULARS; AND (C) EMBASSY POINT OF CONTACT ON 
FIRST WORKING DAY FOLLOWING RICKMAN ARRIVAL. 

3. RICKMAN EMPHASIZED HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT TRIP 
WOULD BE PURELY EXPLORATORY WITH NO OBLIGATION ON 
PART OF GOL. HE CONCLUDED THAT ABII GREATLY 
APPRECIATED EMBASSY BEIRUT'S CANDID ADVICE AND 
ASSISTANCE. 
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